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Welcome from the Chair of the Board 
 
Dear friends, 
 
On behalf of our Board of Directors and student leaders of Mission: 
Citizen, thank you for joining us at our inaugural charity dinner and 
auction.  
 
This gala gives us all a chance to reflect back on our journey since we 
began our work in 2009 in a conference room at Mercy Corps NW. 
This is our opportunity to celebrate how we, as an organization led 
by Constitution Team alumni and high school students, have 
spearheaded the charge to expand our work’s impact over eight 
years in the Portland metropolitan area. With new political discourse 
surrounding immigration, we have a chance to help more 
communities in the region in the coming years. 
 
We thank the donors that have supported our first event. This event 
lays the foundation to help us support more immigrants in the region 
to earn their citizenship and gain the skills and knowledge to be 
active in their community. 
 
We are proud of our successes over the past eight years, but we 
know we could not have delivered on our mission without our 
donors, legal counsel, librarians, bankers, community partners, 
school staff, and parents and families. We are ready to engage in the 
next evolution of work to help immigrants thrive in our community, 
and we hope you'll join us on that journey. 
 

 
Jason Trombley 
Chair, Board of Directors 
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Schedule 
 

5:45 Registration and raffle ticket sales 
 

6:20 Seating and continued raffle ticket sales 
 

6:30 Welcome, introductions from M:C Staff and Board 
Board Chair, Jason Trombley: M:C introduction 
Founders Louis Wheatley and Emilie Segura: M:C origins 
Executive Director, Danny Cohen: Program growth 

 

6:50 Steven Talbot, Auctioneer: Welcome and auction rules 
Raising money for the cause: raffle drawing, live auction, 
special appeal 

 

7:30 Suzanne Bonamici, US Representative: Auction video 
Augusto Montoya, M:C alumnus and citizen: His story 
Business Director Kate Weeks: The future of M:C 
 

7:45 Conclusion and acknowledgements 

 



 

 

3 

About Mission: Citizen 
 

“It’s more than the test. We prepare for citizenship.” 
 
Since June 11, 2009, when a group of six motivated Lincoln 

High School Constitution Team alumni decided to use their 
knowledge of civics to benefit the community, this quote has served 
as our organization’s guiding mantra. By establishing Mission: 
Citizen, an education program that emphasizes the importance of 
being an active and engaged citizen, our Founders took the first step 
toward achieving this goal. 

The legacy the Founders began has been continued and 
expanded by new faces from Lincoln High’s Constitution Team. 
Today, the Executive Committee consists of a condensed four official 
positions (Executive Director, Business Director, Academic Director, 
and Media Director) from the original six. A system of committees 
and a dedicated body of instructors round out the staff. Combined, 
the teachers are able to speak Spanish, French, German, Korean, 
Russian, and Mandarin. They use their foreign language skills to 
ensure students fully understand concepts while keeping in mind 
that competence in English is essential to passing the exam. 

Our goal is to guide students through the naturalization 
process and prepare them to pass the citizenship test. Ultimately, we 
hope to encourage civic engagement in America’s future citizens, 
including educated voting, participation in community forums and 
voluntary associations, and understanding the rights and 
responsibilities that accompany US citizenship. 

It is thanks to supporters like you that we have been able to 
flourish in the past eight years. Our annual number of students has 
increased fifty-fold, and we are on track to raise ten times more 
money during 2016-2017 than any year in the past. In spite of recent 
political developments, we will persevere, and make 2017 our 
greatest year yet. 
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Classes and Curriculum 
 

Mission: Citizen teaches classes in Beaverton, Gresham, and 
Tualatin on a weekly basis. We cater to the US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services’ (USCIS) test, explained below. A term consists 
of eight weekly classes: the first seven cover test material, while the 
last is a practice naturalization interview. 
 

The Citizenship Test 
The citizenship test encompasses 100 questions about 

American government and history. Prospective citizens are usually 
interviewed in English and must answer 6 out of 10 questions 
correctly. Only legal permanent residents are allowed to take the 
citizenship test. 
 

Could you pass the citizenship test? 
Here are some sample citizenship test questions. 
 

1. How many amendments does the Constitution have? 
Twenty-seven (27) 

 
2. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? 

Thomas Jefferson 
 

3. The Federalist Papers supported the passage of the US 
Constitution. Name one of the writers. 
James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, or “Publius” 

 
4. Name one US territory. 

Puerto Rico, US Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Northern 
Mariana Islands, Guam 

 
5. We elect a US Senator for how many years? 

Six (6) 
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Future Initiatives 
 

With your support in the coming year, Mission: Citizen will 
able to engage in four new initiatives. 
 

Interactive Curriculum Development 
Two main obstacles consistently plague our naturalization 

courses: language barriers and a lack of interactivity. By introducing 
iPad Minis to our classes, we will be able to pre-record multilingual 
presentations that surmount language barriers. We will also use 
Quizlet and Kahoot, among other apps, to increase our curriculum’s 
engagement. 
 

TriMet and Radio Advertising 
Since a great lesson is useless without students to experience 

it, we are focused on increasing attendance at our classes. In the past, 
radio advertising has doubled and tripled our turnout, and we hope 
continued TriMet and radio/newspaper advertisements will have an 
even greater effect. 
 

Legal Aid for Immigrant Students 
If you glance at the N-400 Naturalization Form, you will 

likely recoil at its 38 pages of dense legal rhetoric, with questions 
that range from “were you ever a member of the Communist Party?” 
to “have you ever been a prostitute?” By partnering with local 
immigration attorneys, we are able to pay discounted fees and 
ensure our students need not spend a dime to attain the help they 
need. 
 

Financial Aid for Immigrant Students 
Even with reduced fees, many immigrant learners cannot pay 

the steep $725 naturalization fee. Our scholarship program ensures 
financial barriers never stand in the way of citizenship. 
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Raffle Catalog 
 

Yucatan Vacation (Value: $2,300) 
Accommodations for 6 days/5 nights in a 2-bedroom 

oceanfront condo in Puerto Aventuras, Quintana Roo, Mexico, 65 km 
Southeast of Cancun, that sleeps 4-6 people. White sandy beaches, 
coral reefs, and vibrant multi-colored blue water await you and your 
guests at a fully self-contained resort community featuring fishing, 
diving, snorkeling, sailing, interactive dolphin experiences, 
restaurants, shops, a spa, Mayan ruins, golf, tennis, and much more! 
 

Excursion Options 
Package includes buyer’s choice of one of the following excursions. 
 

● One (1) day of bill fishing for six (6) persons, for big game 
fish such as blue and white marlin, sailfish, dorado, wahoo, 
tuna, and barracuda. 

● An interactive dolphin experience for four (4) persons. 
Additional spots for this outing can be purchased. 

● A one (1) day private van tour of Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza, 
Coba, or Tulum. 

 

Limitations and Expirations 
● Excludes airfare, ground transport, meals, beverages, 

gratuities, park fees, and extra tours and outings beyond one 
of the aforementioned excursions. 

● Must be used within 2 years of purchase date. No extensions. 
Package is not valid from December 18th through January 
3rd for either year. 

● Reservations offered on an “as available” basis at the time of 
contact. 

 
Contributed by BlueCaribbean Adventures, Puerto Aventuras, 
Quintana Roo, Mexico 
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Casa Comedia: Vacation in Italy (Value: $3,600) 
Enjoy a 7-day, 7-night stay in Cortona, Italy, a medieval 

Tuscan hill town situated two hours north of Rome and 1.5 hours 
south of Florence. Casa Comedia is a delightful 2-bedroom, 2-bath 
apartment that sleeps 4 people comfortably, situated in the historic 
center of this picturesque Etruscan village, on a lovely and very quiet 
“vicolo,” or walking alley. The apartment is just steps away from Via 
Nazionale, the main village shopping street, and Piazza Della 
Repubblica, a gathering place for people from all over the world. 

The apartment is fully renovated and amenities are new and 
modern. Additionally, the kitchen features the original stone 
fireplace used centuries ago, and is fully updated with new 
appliances. The original terracotta floors and wooden beams give the 
apartment an authentic ambiance. 

From Cortona’s ancient walls, the view of the valley below is 
one of the most spectacular in all of Italy, stretching out to Lake 
Trasimeno, the village of Montepulciano, and beyond. Along with a 
large and beautiful walking park, museums, churches, and other 
historical sights, Cortona offers a wealth of restaurants, cafes, shops, 
and entertainment. 
 

Package Details 
● Saturday to Saturday accommodations; 7 days, 7 nights. 
● Certificate is valid for two years from the date of purchase. 
● Accommodations are based on availability at the time of 

contact with donors. 
● Airfare is not included. 
● A concierge service, Together in Tuscany & Umbria, is 

available for all travel assistance and arrangements while in 
Cortona and beyond. 

 
Contributed by Sojourn Ventures, LLC, Portland, Oregon 
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Paradise in Bali (Value: $3,100) 
Golden Buddha is a beautiful boutique resort on the tranquil 

eastern coast near Amed, Bali, famous for outstanding diving, 
snorkeling, and hiking. Located within the “authentic” Bali, the 
Golden Buddha features amazing natural beauty far away from 
tourist crowds. The resort offers beautifully landscaped gardens, 
water features, and fish ponds. 

Your one-bedroom, air-conditioned cottage is furnished with 
locally made Balinese furniture and artwork, a king-size bed, and a 
twin bed. The cottage comfortably accommodates three people. 
Bathrooms feature local Indonesian marble and stunning private 
indoor/outdoor showers. Private verandas grace your cottage. 
Poolside outdoor dining and cooking, a full service restaurant, our 
bar/cafe, full meal and beverage room service are all available to 
guests. 
 

Package Details 
● Saturday to Saturday accommodations; 7 days, 7 nights. 
● One R/T airport transport between Denpasar International 

Airport and Golden Buddha Resort. 
● Airfare not included. 
● Daily breakfast for 2 and one special dinner prepared and 

served at the resort. 
● Complimentary bottled water. 
● Two full-body massages at the on-site spa. 
● One diving or snorkeling excursion with master diver. 
● Subject to availability at time of contact with donors. 

 
Contributed by Sojourn Ventures, LLC, Portland, OR 
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Auction Catalog 
 

Cerulean Winery Tasting 
Treat yourself and nine friends to an old-world wine tasting at 
family-owned Cerulean Winery’s tasting room and art gallery in a 
renovated 100-year old building in Portland’s Pearl District. 
 

Weekend in Gearhart 
Spend a weekend at a four-bedroom beach cottage in Gearhart with 
a secret room for children, less than a five minute walk from the 
ocean, grocery store, and local bakery! This home is even listed on 
the National Register of Historic Constitutional Places, a testament to 
its beauty. 
 

A Year of Outings 
You and a special someone will enjoy a fun night out every month for 
a year! Includes restaurant gift certificates from Por Que No, Mi Mero 
Mole, Laughing Planet, Mio Sushi, Voodoo Donuts, and Salt & Straw. 
Also includes tickets to an Oregon Symphony show, a play at 
Portland Center Stage, and the Oregon Zoo. 
 

Week at Mount Hood 
Enjoy a week (October 7th to 14th) at this Collins Lake chalet on Mt. 
Hood, within walking distance from SkiBowl and the Creekside 
Lodge, which offers hot tubs, saunas, and communal areas! With 2 
bedrooms plus a loft, this condo easily fits up to eight adults. Please 
note that this week includes one PPS teacher in-service day.  
 

Flight for Three 
Take off from the Aurora Airport in a Cirrus SR22 GTS airplane and 
fly to breakfast in Bend at the airport "Tower Restaurant." 
Afterward, view the peaks of Mt. Bachelor, Mt. Jefferson, Mt. Hood, 
and the Coast Range like you've never seen them before—from 
above. Cover 300 nautical miles and be back before lunch. 
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Weekend in Black Butte 
Golf Home 316 is a beautiful Central Oregon log home backing to the 
Deschutes National Forest at Black Butte Ranch. The home sleeps 8, 
with 4 bedrooms and 3 baths. Lodging comes with wifi and cable TV. 
Relax on the back patio and spot abundant wildlife in the forest 
behind the house, from deer to birds and rabbits. Bikes are a must, 
with paved paths leading to many golf courses, the club restaurant, 
stables, swimming pools, and a lake. 
 

Catered Meal for Ten 
You and nine guests will enjoy a gourmet multi-course meal (drinks 
included!) prepared by an experienced and talented chef in her 
Forest Heights home. The setting will be as formal as you please, and 
you may work with the chef to have the meal suit your needs. 
 

Week in Neskowin 
Enjoy a week (September 18th to 24th) at this two-story beachfront 
home, minutes away from the ocean shore. Whether you choose to 
drive ten minutes south to Lincoln City for some top-notch surfing or 
relax on the home’s oversized ocean-view patio, this house has 
something for everyone. Includes all usual amenities plus beach gear, 
a barbecue grill, board games, and a flat-screen television. 
 

Athletics Showdown 
Never been able to decide between Nike and Adidas? This time, you 
won’t have to! The winning bidder will not only receive a $100 Nike 
and $100 Adidas gift card, but will also receive passes to each 
respective employee store, where all items are marked off by 50%. 
In addition, you will receive a voucher for one free training session at 
Sporty Carrot, a high-end fitness studio with a focus on functional 
movement and integrated training. 
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Weekend in Sunriver 
Spend two nights in a charming three bedroom, two bath, 
air-conditioned home in Sunriver. Includes 2 queen beds, 1 bunk bed 
(two twins), four SHARC passes, bicycles, ping pong table, and dry 
sauna, along with close proximity to tennis, golf, and Benham Falls. 
Restrictions apply for holiday weekends (Fourth of July, Labor Day 
excluded) and this item cannot be redeemed during harsh Winter 
months. However, it is still available for this coming Memorial Day 
weekend! 
 

Suds & Buds 
You and a group of friends will enjoy a private tour of the Widmer 
Brothers Brewery and a gift certificate for their accompanying 
Gasthaus Pub! As if that weren’t enough already, you’ll crack open a 
case of Ninkasi Brewery’s best craft beers and appreciate some of 
their expertly crafted merchandise, ranging from hats to shirts.  
 

Weekend in Bend 
Spend two nights in this centrally-located townhouse in Bend’s Mill 
Quarter, with shops, restaurants, breweries, and even amphitheaters 
within walking distance! The home sleeps six in 2 bedrooms + a loft, 
with garage space for one car. Available May through June and 
September through November. 
 

Custom Cool Moon Ice Cream 
The winning bidder will have the privilege of working with 
professional ice cream makers to design and name a custom ice 
cream flavor at Cool Moon Ice Cream in downtown Portland. This 
handmade product will debut on the Fourth of July, when Cool Moon 
has generously agreed to donate all profits on that day to Mission: 
Citizen. 
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